deny him to have been an exact knower of mankind, and a 
perfect dijiinguijher of their talents. Dryd. Dedic. to K. Arthur. 

2. He that feparates one thing from another by proper marks of 
diverfity. 

Let us admire the wifdom of God in this dijiinguijher of 
times, and vifible deity, the fun. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

Disti'nguishingLy. adv. [from dijiinguijhing ] With diftinc- 
tion; with fome mark of eminent preference. 

Some call me a Tory, becaufe the heads of that party have 
been diftinguijhingly favourable to me. Pope. 

Disti'nguishment. n.f [from dfinguijh. J Diftinction ; 
obfervation of difference. 

To make corrections upon the fearchers reports, I confi- 
dered whether any credit at all were to be given to their 
dji inguijhments . Grounds Bills of Mortality. 

To DISTCKRT. v. a. [dfortus , Latin.] 

1 . To writhe ; to twift ; to deform by irregular motions. 

Now mortal pangs dijlort his lovely form. Smith. 

2. To put out of the true direction or pofture. 

Wrath and malice, envy and revenge, do darken and dij- 
tort the underffandings of men. Tillotfon. 

3; To wreff from the true meaning. 

Something muff be diftorted befide the intent of the divine 
inditer. Peachatn on Poetry. 

Distortion, n.f. [diforiiofLaX..] Irregular motion by which 
the face is writhed, or the parts difordered. 

By his dijlortions he reveals his pains ; 

He by his tears, and by his fighs complains Prior. 

In England we fee people lulled afleep with folid and elabo- 
rate difcourfes of piety, who would be warmed and tranf- 
ported out of themfelves by the bellowings and dijlortions of 
enthufiafm. Addiforis Spettator, NY 407. 

ToDISTRA'CT '• v. a. part. pajf. dcf rafted ; anciently dejlr aught, 
[dijlraftus, Latin.] 

1. To pull different ways at once. 

2. To feparate; to divide. 

By fea, bv fea. 

— Mod worthy fir, you therein throw away 
The abfolute foldierlhip you have by land ; 

Di fir aft your army, which doth moft confift 
Of war-mark’d footmen. Shakef Anthony and Cleopatra. 

3. To turn from a Tingle direction towards various points. 

If he cannot wholly avoid the eye of the obferver, he hopes 
to dfraft it by a multiplicity of the object. South’s Sermons. 

4. To fill the mind with contrary confiderations ; to perplex , 
to confound ; to harrafs. 

While I fuffer thy terrors I am dijiradled. Pf Ixxxviii. r 5'. 

Come, coufin, can’ll thou quake, and change thy colour, 
Murther thy breath in middle of a word, 

And then again begin, and ffop again, 

As if thou wert dijiraught and mad with terror ? Sh. R. III. 

It would burft forth ; but I recover breath, 

And fenfe diftradi , to know well what I utter. Milt. Agonifl. 
He poffeffes a quiet and cheerful mind, not afflicted with 
violent paffions, or dijiradled with immoderate cares. Ray. 

If our fenfe of hearing were a thoufand times quicker than 
it is, how would a perpetual noife dfraft us ? Wefhould, in 
the quieteft retirement, be lefs able to fleep or meditate than 
in the middle of a Tea-fight. Locke. 

5. To make mad. 

Wherefore throng you hither ? 

T o fetch my poor dijiradled hufband hence : 

Let us come in, that we may bind him fall. 

And bear him home for' his recovery. Shakef. Com. of Err. 

Better I were dfraft. 

So fhould my thoughts be fever’d from my griefs, 

And woes, by wrong imagination, lofe 
The knowledge of themfelves. Shakefpeare’ s King Lear. 

She was unable, in ftrength of mind, to bear the grief of 
his deceafe, and fell dijiradled of her wits. Bacons Hen. VII. 

You Ihall find a dijiradled man fancy himfelf a king, and 
with a right inference require fuitable attendance, refpetff, and 
obedience. Locke. 

Distractedly, adv. [f rom dijiradl.] Madly; frantickly. 

Methought her eyes had croft her tongue; 

For (he did fpeak in ftarts diftradledly. Shak. Twelfth Night. 

Distra'ctedness. n.f. [from dijiradl.'] The ftate of being 
diftradted ; madnefs. 

Distraction, n.f [ dijiradlio , LatinJ 

1. Tendency to different parts ; Teparation. 

While he was yet in Rome, 

His power went out in Tuch di/iradtions as 

Beguil’d all fpies. Shakefpeare’ s Anthony and Cleopatra. 

2. Confufion ; ftate in which the attention is called different 
ways. 

Never was known a night of Tuch difradlton ; 

Noife To confus’d and dreadful ; joftling crowds. 

That run, and knew not whither. Dryden s Spanijh Fryai . 
What may we not hope from him in a time of quiet and 
tranquillity, fince, during the late dijiradlions , he^has done To 
much for the advantage of our trade? Addifons Freeholder. 

3. Perturbation of mind; violence of Tome painful paflion. 


1 he dijiradl ion of the children, who Taw both their tv, 
expu-mg together, would have melted the hardeft hea t rT 

4. Madnefs; franticknefs ; lofs of the wits. Tatler - 

Madam, this is a meer dijiradtun : 
fou turn the good we offer into envy. Shakefp. # Vm 
So to mad Pentheus double Thebes appears ^ 111 

And furies howl in his diftemper’d ears : * 

Oreftes To, with like di/lradiion toft, 

Is made to fiy his mother’s angry p-hoft w 

. Commiferate all thofe who labour under a fettled din 
non, and who are tout out from ail the pleafures and advTn 
tages of human commerce. AiterhurJ r e 

5. Difturbance ; tumult; difference of Tentiments. ° 

The two armies lay quiet near eaeh other, without im 
proving the confufion and djiradlion which the kino-’s f orr 
were too much inclined to. Clarerd £ ; •• 

To DIS 1 RAYN. v. a. [from dfringo , Latin. ] To feize • 
to lay hold on as an indemnification for a debt. ’ 

Here’s Beauford, that regards not God nor king, 

Hath here df rain’d the Tower to his ufe. SkakcJpMen. Vi 

To Distrain, v. n. i o make feizure. 

The earl anfwered, I will not lend money to my fuperiour 
upon whom I cannot dijlrain for the debt. Camden s Remains. 

Blood his rent to have regain’d, 

Upon the Britilh diadem dijlrain’ d. Matvei 

Distrainer, n.f. [from dijlrain.] He that feizes. 

Distraint, n. J. [from dijlrain . ] Seizure. 

Distra'ught. part. adj. [from dijiradl.] Diftra&ed. 

He had been a good military man in his days, but was then 
dijiraught of his wits. Camden’s Remains 

DIST'RE'SS. n.f. [ dejireffe , French.] 

1. The a£t of making a legal feizure. 

2. A compulfion in real adtions, by which a man is affured to 
appear in court, or to pay a debt or duty which he retufec. Cm. 

When any one was indebted to another, he would firft de- 
mand his debt ; and, if he were not paid, he would ftrairht 
go and take a dijirefs of his goods and cattle, where he could 
find them, to the value, which he would keep ’till he were 
fatisfied. / Spenfer’s State of Ireland. 

Quoth flie, fome fay the foul’s fecure 
Againft dijirefs and forfeiture. Hudihras , p. iii. cant. 1. 

3. The thing feized bylaw. 

4. Calamity ; mifery ; misfortune. 

There can I fit alone, unfeen of any, 

And to the nightingale’s complaining notes 
Tune my dfreffes , and record my woes. Shakefpeare. 
There Ihall be figns in the fun, and in the moon, and in 
theftars; and upon earth dijirefs of nations, with perplexity, 
the fea and the waves roaring. Lukexx i. 25. 

People in affliction or dijirefs cannot be hated by generous 
minds. Ciarijfa. 

To Distre'ss. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To profecute by law to a feizure. 

2. To harrafs ; to make miferable; to crulh with calamity. 

Dijirefs not the Moabites, neither contend with them in 
battle. Deutr. ii. 9. 

I am dijirejfed for thee, my brother Jonathan. 2 Sa. i. 26. 

Distressful, adj. [dijirefs and full] Miferaile; full of 
trouble ; full of mifery. 

He, with a body fill’d and vacant mind, 

Gets him to reft, cramm’d with difrefsful bread. Sh. Ft. V. 

I often did beguile her of her tears, 

When I did fpeak of fome difrefful ftroke 
That my youth fuffered. Shakefpeare s Othello, 

The ewes ftill folded, with'diftended thighs, 
Unmilk’d, lay bleating in dijirefsful cries. Pope’s Odyjjty. 
Di/ircfsful and defolating events, which have attended the 
miftakes of politicians, Ihould be prefent in their minds. Watts, 

To DISTRIBUTE, v.a. [dfribuo, Lat.] To divide among!* 
more than two; to deal out. 

The king fent over a great ftore of gentlemen and warlike 
people, amongft whom he dijinbuted the land. Sperjet. 

The fpoil got on the Antiates , 

Was not dijiributed. Shakefpeare s Cot 10 anus. 

She did di/lribute her goods to all them that were nearek or 
kindred. Judith xv 1.24. 

Distributer, n.f [from dfributc.] One who deals cl. 

any thing ; a beftower. , . > 

There' were judges and difributers of - a ^°r. /_ 

for the feveral parts of his dominions. Jcdfr J 1 

Of that peculiar matter out of which the bodies 0 d 
tables, and confequently of animals, are formed, v ' ater ■ 
common vehicle and dfributer to the parts oi t 10 c 0 

Woodward’s Natural UtJW' 

Distribution, n.f [ djiributio , Latin.] 

1. The ace of diftributing or dealing out to others ^ 

Of great riches there is no real ufe, excepMt^^ 

^Providence has made an equal di/lnbuthn of 
whereof each creature feverally has a ihare. _ . / een in 

Every man in a great ftation v/ou.d imitate - 4 

the difiribution of offices in his difpoial. ^ 




Adt of giving in charity. c 

Let us govern our charitable dijir ihutions by this pattern oi 

nature, and maintain a mutual circulation of benefits and 
returns. . Aturbwys Sermons. 

[ In loffick. ] As an integral whole is diftinguifhed into 
its feveral parts by divifion ; fo the word dfribution is rnoft 
properly ufed, when we diftinguilh an univerial whole into 
its feveral kinds of fpecies. Watts s Logick. 

Distributive, adj. [from difiributc.] 

1. That which is employed in affigning to others their portions ; 
as, dijiributive juftice, that which allots to each his fen te nee 
or claim. 

if juftice will take all, and nothing give, 

Juftice methinks is not dijiributive. Dryden’ s Conq. of Gran. 

Oblerve the dijiributive juftice of the authors, which is con- 
ftantly applied to the punifhment of virtue, and the reward 
©f vice, diredfly oppofite to the rules of their beftcriticks. Sw. 

2. That which atfigns the various fpecies of a general term. 

Distr iRutivel y. adv. [from dijiributive.] 

1 . By diftribution. 

2. Singly; particularly. 

Although we cannot be free from all fin colledlively, in 
fuch fort that no part thereof Ihall be found inherent in us ; 
yet, dijiributively at the leaft, all great and grievous actual of- 
fences, as they offer themleives one by one, both may, and 
ought to be, by all means avoided. Hoorcr , b. v. J. 48. 

3. In a manner that expreffes fingly all the particulars in- 
cluded in a general term ; not collectively. 

An univerfal term is fometimes taken colleCtively for all its 
particular ideas united together, and fometimes dijiributively , 
meaning each of them fingle and alone. Watts’s Logick. 

District, n f. [ dijiridlus , Latin.] 

1. The circuit or territory within which a man may be thus 

compelled to appearance. Cowcl. 

2. Circuit of authority; province. 

His governors of towns and provinces, who formed them- 
felves upon the example of their grand monarque, praCtifed 
all the arts of delpotick government in their refpeCtive dif- 
tridls. , Addifon. 

With ftern diftafte avow’d. 

To their own difiridls drive the fuitor crowd. Pope’s Odyjf. 

3. Region ; country ; territory. 

Thofe diftritrts which between the tropicks lie, 

The fcorching beams, di redly darted, fry. Blackmore . 

To Distrust, v. a. [dis and truji.] To regard with diffi- 
dence ; to diffide in ; not to truft. 

He Iheweth himfelf unto fuch as do not dijiruf him. Wifd. 

Distru'st. *27./ [from the verb.] 

1. Difcredit; lofs of credit; lofs of confidence. 

To me reproach 

Rather belongs, difiruji, and all difpraife. Milt. Par. Loji. 

2 . Sufpicion ; want of faith ; want of confidence in another. 

ou doubt not me ; nor have I fpent my blood. 

To have my faith no better underftood : 

Your foul’s above the bafenefs of dijiruji ; 

Nothing but love could make you fo unjuft. Dryd, Aurcng. 
Distrustful, adj. [dijiruji and full.] 

1. Apt to diftruft ; fufpicious. 

Generals often harbour dijirufful thoughts in their 
breafts. Boyle’s Seraphick Love . 

2. Not confident; diffident. 

I lie great corrupters of difeourfe have not been fo dijiruji - 
fd 0‘s themfelves. Government of the Tongue. 

3. Diffident of himfelf ; modeft ; timorous. 

Dijirufful fenfe with modeft caution fpeaks ; 

It ftill looks home, and fhort excurfions makes ; 


if- 


In 


Pope. 
diftruftful 


. 


The ftate of 


But rattling nonfenfe in full vollies breaks. 
Distrustfully, adv. [from dijirufful.] 
manner. 

DistruStfulness. n.f [from dijirufful.] 
being difiruftful ; want of confidence. 

*1 o LrS I U RB. v. a [ dfurbo , low Latin.] 

3, To perplex ; todifquiet; to deprive of tranquillity. 

He that has his own troubles, and the happinefs of his 
neighbours to dlfurb him, has work enough. Collier on Envy. 
His youth with wants and hardships muft engage ; 


2 . 

3 - 

4 * 


^ Plots and rebellions muft dfwb his age. 

I o confound ; to put into irregular motions. 
To interrupt ; to hinder. 

1 o turn oft fiQm any dire&ion : with from. 
ufual. J 


Prior. 


This 


is not 


Shall 
Hi 


j-t oit- times may fucceed, fo as perhaps 

1 1 . 1 * ■ r 1 • 1 . ..A 


grieve him, if I fail not; and dijiurb 
His inmoPt counlels/ron their deftin’d aim. Milt.Par. Loti. 
Disturbance, n.j. [from difiurb.] 

1. Perplexity ; interruption of tranquillity. 

I he /nomination of money concerns trade, and the alte- 
nation o, tnat neceffarily brings dfuvbance to it. Locke. 

2. v-'Onfulion ; diforder. 


T hey can iurvey 
fatigue or -dijlurbance. 


a variety of complicated ideas without 


3 * I umult ; violation of peace. 


Waits s Improvement of the Mind. 


This mifehief had not the' befall n, 

And more that ihall befal : innumerable „ 

Dfurbances on eart j through female Inares. Mid. I a. Lojt. 

Distu'rber. n.f. [from tijiurh. j 

1. A violater of peace ; he that caufes tumults and pm -ic; 

orders. r . n 

He Hands in the fight both of God and men mod pjf 

blameable, as a r.eedlefs difurber of the peace 01 
church, and an author of diffenfion. Hooker , b iv f 1 }.• 
Men that make an infult upon fociety, ought to be hum- 
bled as dijiurbers of the publick tranquillity. Adclif Freeholder. 

Ye great dijiurbers, who in endlefs noife, 

In blood and horror, fee k unnatural joys; 

For what is all this buftle, .but to Ihun 

Thofe thoughts with which you dare net be alone. Granv . 

2. He that injures tranquillity ; he that caufes perturbation or 
mind. 

Two deep enemies, 

Foes to my reft, and my fweet ileep’s dif a.rbers. 

Are they that I would have thee deal upon. Shakefp. R. HI. 

To Distu'rn. v. a. [dis and turn.] To turn oft; to turn 
afide. 

He glad was to dfiirn that furious ftream 
Of war on us, that elfe had fwallow’d them. Daniel. 

Disvalua'tion. n.f. [dis and valuation.] Difgrace; diminu- 
tion of reputation. 

What can be more to the dfvaluation of the power of the 
Spaniard, than that eleven thoufand Englilh Ihould, within 
two months, have marched into the heart of his countries ? 

Bacon’s War with Spain. 

To Disva'lue. v. a. [dis and value.] To undervalue; to fet 
a low price upon. 

Her reputation was difvalud. 

In levity. Shakefpeare’ s Meafure for Meafure. 

The very fame pride which prompts a man to vaunt and 
overvalue what he is, does as forcibly incline him to contemn 
and difvalue what he has. Govermnent of the Tongue. 

To DisveYop. v. a. [developer, French.] To uncover. Didl. 

Disu'nion. n.f. [dis and union.] 

1. Separation; disjundtion. 

Reft is moft oppofite to motion* the immediate caufe of 
difunion. Glanv. Scepf c. 7. 

Difunion of the corporeal principles, and the vital, caufeth 
death. Grew’ s Cojmd. Sac. 

Let not peace be made before the difunion of France and 
Spain. Addifon’ s State of the War. 

The ftrength of it will join itfelf to lYance, and grow the 
clofer to it by its difunion from the reft. Addifon on the War . 

2. Breach of concord. 

To Disunite, v.a. [dis and units.] 

1. To feparate; to divide. 

The beaft they then divide, and difuniie 
The ribs and limbs. Pope’s OdyJJcy. 

2. To part friends or allies. 

To Disunite, v.n. [dis and unite.] To fall afunder ; to be- 
come feparate. 

While every particular member of the publick provides 
folely for itfelf, the feveral joints of the body politick do lepa- 
rate and difunite , and fo become unable to fupoort the 

w ^°^ e * South’s Sermons. 

Disu nity. n. f. [dis and unity.] A ftate of adtual feparation. 
Difumty is the natural property of matter, which of itfelf 
is nothing elfe but an infinite congeries of phyfical monads. 

More’s Divine Dialogues . 

DisuYage. n. f [ dis and ufage. ] The gradual ceflation of 
ufe or cuftom. 

They cut off prefently fuch things as might be extin- 
guilhed without danger, leaving the reft to be abolilhed by 
difufage through tra£t of time. Hooker, b. iv. f. 14. 

DisuYe. n.f [dis and ufe.] 

1. Ceflation of ufe; deffuetude ; want of practice. 

The dfufe of the tongue is the only effectual remedy 

Addifon s Guardian, N J . 1 2. 

2. Ceflation of cuftom. 

That obligation upon the lands did not preferibe, or come 
into dfufe, but by fifty confequtive years. Arbuthnot. 

,To DisuYe. v.a. [dis and ufe.] 

1. To ceafe to make ufe of. 

’Tis law, though cuftom now diverts the courfe ; 

As nature's inftitute is yet in force, 

Uncanceird, though difm’d. Dryden s Fables. 

irriarn, in arms defus’d, invefts his limbs decay’d. Drvden 

2 . To difaccuftom. 1 ' 

He Ihall his troops for fighting fields prepare, 

D fus’d to toils and triumphs of the war/ Dr v de»’s Wn 

. o Disvo'uch ^ a. [dis and vouch.] To deftroy the' credit 
or; to contraduft. ] 

Every letter he hath writ hath difuonched another. ShakeFb 

Diswt tted. ad), [dis and wit.] Deprived of the wits • mad - 
diffracted. A word not in ufe, a ’ 3 

She ran away alone ; 

Which when they heard, there was not one 

Bu$ 








